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E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PINS, CASC, ET 

SUBJ : THE MISSIONARIES AND THE TENNECO FOUR 
REF : STATE 144773 

1. DISCUSSED PROBLEM WITH JAMES MINER AND ARTHUR STELTZER 
OF AMERICAN EVANGELICAL MISSION JULY 5. AS THINGS STAND, 
MISSION PLANS KEEP ALL OPERATIONS OUTSIDE ASMARA CLOSED AT 
LEAST UNTIL AUGUST 5. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, MISSION HAS 
REQUESTED GUARANTEE FROM ELF THA MISSIONARIES WILL NOT BE 
MOLESTED AND, AS INSURANCE, THAT GUARANTEE BEAR SIGNATURE 
OF ENTIRE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. AS YET NO REPLY RECEIVED, 
ALTHOUGH SOME LOCAL PEOPLE IN ALFABIT HAVE THEMSELVES GONE 
TO KASSALA TO TRY TO STIMULATE REPONSE. 

2. STELTZER GAVE ME COPY OF LETTER MISSION PLANNING SEND 
GALBRAITH. AS IT REACHES HEART OF ISSUE, BELIEVE DEPARTMENT 
WILL WANT FULL TEXT, WHICH FOLLOWS : 

QUOTE 

DEAR JOHN, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS : 
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WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED LETTER DATED JUNE 26, 1974 WHICH 
WAS ADDRESSED TO THE ETHIOPIAN MISSION. WE OF THE MISSION HAVE 
THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO MAKE CONCERNING THE SECOND PRESS 
RELEASE DATED JUNE 25. 

THE FIRST COMMENT IS REGARDING THE FIRST LETTER WHICH 
THE COMBINED MISSIONS SENT TO THE ELF. IN THAT LETTER, WE 
INDICATED THAT THE INCLUDED MISSIONS WOULD CLOSE ALL OF THEIR 
MEDICAL WORKS AND WOULD NOT REOPEN THEM UNTIL THE HOSTAGES 
WERE RELEASED. IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION THAT THIS STATE- 
MENT HAS NEVER BEEN TRUE. THE MIDDLE EAST GENERAL MISSION 
REMOVED ALL OF THE EXPATRIATE STAFF FROM HIKOTA HOSPITAL, BUT 
CONTINUED TO RENDER MEDICAL CARE THROUGH THEIR ETHIOPIAN 
STAFF. THE RED SEA MISSION TEAM ALSO REMOVED THEIR EXPATRIATE 
STAFF FROM THE CLINIC IN MASSAWA FOR ONE WEEK, BUT AT NO 
TIME DID THEY CLOSE THEIR CLINIC. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THE 
ONLY OTHER ORGANIZATION, APART FROM OUR OWN, TO COMPLETELY 
CLOSE THEIR MEDICAL WORK IN ERITREA WAS THE SUDAN INTERIOR 
MISSION. THEY HAVE WITHDRAWN THE NURSE IN CHARGE OF THE 
CLINIC AT ALFABIT. HOWEVER, SHE WOULD PROBABLY RETURN IF 
THERE WERE OTHERS TO ACCOMPANY HER. THE MOTES FAMILY. WHO ALSO 
WORK AT ALFABIT, HAVE GONE HOME ON FURLOUGH. AS THE SITUATION 
STANDS AT THE PRESENT TIME, THE HOSPITAL AT HIKOTA IS OPERAT- 
ING WITH FULL STAFF. THE CLINIC IN MASSAWA IS BEING OPERATED 
BY ETHIOPIAN DRESSERS SINCE THE EXPATRIATE STAFF ARE ALL 
VACATIONING DURING THE HOT SEASON. THUS THE ONLY MEDICAL 
WORKS WHICH ARE STILL CLOSED ARE THE CLINIC AT ALFABIT AND 
THE MIHIRETA YESUS HOSPITAL AT GHINDA. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT 
MEGM AND RSMT EITHER INTERPRETED THE FIRST LETTER DIFFERENTLY 
FROM US, OR ELSE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THEY HAD MADE 
A MISTAKE IN SIGNING IT, WHICH BRINGS US TO THE SECOND COMMENT. 

THE SECOND COMMENT CONCERNS OUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
REMAINING HOSTAGES, THOSE WORKING FOR TENNECO. WE CERTAINLY 
FEEL SORROW FOR THEIR CONTINUED CAPTIVITY, AND WE WILL CON- 
TINUE TO PRAY FOR THEIR RELEASE. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT FEEL THAT 
WE CAN ATTEMPT TO PRESSURE ELF INTO RELEASING THESE HOSTAGES 
BY KEEPING THE HOSPITAL CLOSED. THE ELF HAS INFORMED US THAT 
"MRS. DEBBIE" WAS IN A DIFFERENT CATEGORY FROM THE TENNECO 
MEN, AND THAT WE SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO TREAT THEM IN THE SAME 
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CATEGORY AS WE WOULD HER. TO DO SO WOULD BE TO ENTER INTO A 
POLITICAL DEBATE. THERE IS A CERTAIN SENSE IN WHICH WE MUST 
AGREE WITH THEM. THE TENNECO MEN WERE IN THE AREA PROSPECTING 
FOR OIL (?) OR OTHER MINERAL WEALTH. THESE MINERALS WOULD BE 
DEVELOPED FOR THE FINANCIAL GAIN OF THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT 
AND THE TENNECO COMPANY. THE MEN INVOLVED WERE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THAT COMPNAY. THEY WERE NOT IN ERITREA FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THE ERITREAN PEOPLE ALONE. MRS. DORTZBACH AND 
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ANNA STRIKWERDA WERE IN ERITREA SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
BRINGING SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL HEALING TO THE PEOPLE OF 
ERITREA IN THE NAME OF CHRIST JESUS. FOR THIS REASON. OUR 
MISSION DOES NOT FRF, I. IT CAN CONTINUE TO SUPPORT A POSITION 
WHICH IT MAY HAVE IDENTIFIED ITSELF WITH AN ERROR IN THE FIRST 
WEEK OF ANNAS DEATH AND DEBBIE’S CAPTIVITY. THOSE OF US WHO 
SIGNED THIS LETTER THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS SOME CONNECTION BE- 
TWEEN THE ATTACK ON THE HOSPITAL AND CAPTIVITY OF THE 
TENNECO MEN. SUCH A VIEW NOW APPEARS UNTENABLE. THE TRUTH 
MAY BE THAT SOMEONE IN GHINDA INFORMED THE ELF THAT GIL WAS 
LEAVING ERITREA. INDEFINITELY, AND THAT HE COULD BE TAKEN 
PRISONER AND FORCED TO DO MEDICAL WORK FOR THE ELF WHEN THEY 
ATTEMPT AN ALL-OUT WAR WITH THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FORCES. 
SINCE IT HAS BECOME APPARENT THAT GIL WAS THE TARGET FOR THEIR 
ATTACK. THIS MIGHT BE A GOOD REASON NOT TO SEND A SURGEON TO 
GHINDA IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
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THE FINAL COMMENT CONCERNS OUR OPENING THE HOSPITAL IN VIEW 
OF A POSSIBLE ALL-OUT WAR BETWEEN THE ELF AND THE GOVERNMENT 
FORCES. YOU WILL NOTE THAT ALL THE REMAINING MISSIONARIES, 
WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF MRS. STELTZER, WILL BE ATTENDING 
TIGRINYA LANGUAGE SCHOOL IN ASMARA DURING JULY. DURING THIS 
TIME, THE HOSPITAL WILL REMAIN CLOSED. IT IS OUR HOPE AND 
PRAYER THAT THE POLITICAL TIDES IN ERITREA WILL BECOME EVIDENT 
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DURING THIS TIME. AS OF THIS VERY MOMENT, THERE ARE SOME 
INTERESTING DEVELOPMENTS TAKING PLACE IN ADDIS ABABA. WE WANT 
TO ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL NOT ACT IN A FOOLHARDY MANNER. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, WE DO NOT WANT TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH TENNECO 
COMPANY AND ITS PROBLEMS. IF THIS SOUNDS HEARTLESS, LET IT BE 
REMEMBERED THAT THESE MEN ARE WHERE THEY ARE BECAUSE ONE OF 
THEIR NUMBER DID NOT PAY ANY ATTENTION TO THE SECURITY REGULAT- 
IONS. AND CAUSED THE HELICOPTER PILOT TO LAND AT A POINT WHERE 
THERE WAS NO SECURITY GUARD, 20 KILOMETERS FROM THE DESIGNATED 
LANDING PLACE. THAT PARTICULAR POINT HAPPENED TO BE IN THE 
CENTER OF AN ELF CAMP. THEREFORE, WE DO NOT WANT THE OPENING 
OF THE HOSPITAL TO BE CONTINGENT UPON THE RELEASE OF THESE 
TENNECO MEN. IT IS OUR DESIRE THAT THE OPENING OF THE HOSPITAL 
BE PURELY CONTINGENT UPON THE SAFETY OF THE PERSONNEL INVOLVED. 

IF WAR APPEARS IMMINENT, OR IF OUR RESIDENCE IN GHINDA APPEARS 
HAZARDOUS, THEN THE HOSPITAL SHOULD REMAIN CLOSED, AND WE 
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SHOULD CONTINUE TO LIVE IN ASMARA. IF THE COMMITTEE THEN 

DEEMS IT ADVISABLE, WE COULD TEMPORARILY BE FURLOUGHED OR SENT 

ELSEWHERE. 

IN SUMMARY, WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF ALIGNING OURSELVES WITH A CAUSE WHICH DOES NOT 
SEEK THE EXTENSION OF GOD'S KINGDOM, OR THE PROCLAMATION OF 
HIS GOSPEL. WE, THEREFORE, DO NOT WANT THE ELF OR THE WORLD 
TO IDENTIFY OUR MINISTRY IN ERITREA WITH THE RELEASE OR CAP- 
TIVITY OF THE TENNECO MEN. SHOULD THE COMMITTEE TAKE 
ISSUE WITH OUR STAND, WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO HEAR ITS REASONS. 

(SIGNED) IN CHRIST, MISS S. CAMPBELL, MR. J. MINER, 

MRS. B. MINER. DR. G. RIETKERK, REV. A. STELTZER, 

MRZ. B. STELTZER. 

UNQUOTE 

3. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT LETTER SIGNED BY ALL MEMBERS OF 
MISSION. IT MADE CLEAR TO ME THAT ANY MISSION ACTION MUST BE 
AGREED TO BY ALL BEFORE IT CAN BE GIVEN EFFECT; HAVING BEEN 
WARNED BY ELF AS RECENTLY AS MID-JUNE AGAINST "POLITICAL" 

INVOLVEMENT WITH TENNECO PROBLEM, GROUP CLEARLY UNWILLING INVOLVE 
MISSION IN ANY WAY. HOWEVER, MINER AND STELTZER BOTH RELUCTANTLY 
AGREED THAT IF HOSTAGES NOT RELEASED BY AUGUST 5, THEY MIGHT BE 
PREPARED RECONSIDER POSITION AT THAT TIME. GALBRAITH'S AL- 

LEDGED STATEMENT THAT MISSIONS WOULD REMAIN CLOSED IN ORDER 
INCREASE PRESSURE ON ELF EVIDENTLY NOT YET PUBLICIEED LOCALLY. 

4. MISSION ALSO CONCERNED THAT SHOULD OPERATIONS OUTSIDE 
ASMARA NOT RESUME, ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS IN PROCESS 
OF RENEWING MISSIONARIES' WORK PERMITS, MIGHT REFUSE ON 
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BASIS THEY NOT WORKING, THUS RENDERING IMPOSSIBLE THE 
CONTINUATION OF ANY ACTIVITY AT ALL ON THE PART OF THE 
MISSIONARIES. 

5. DETAILS CONCERNING OTHER MISSIONS' CURRENT OPERATIONS 
NOTED IN LETTER. I EXPECT TO DISCUSS PROBLEM WITH THEM 
SHORTLY, AND WILL REPORT RESULTS, BUT BELIEVE THEY BASICALLY 
SHARE AMERICAN EVANGELICAL POSITION. 
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6. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST DEPARTMENT CONVERY TEXT MISSION 
LETTER TO GALBRAITH. IT CERTAINLY CONTAINS IDEAS HE WANTED. 

I TOLD MINER AND STELTZER I WOULD PASS ON TO THEM ANY RESPONSE 
FROM GALBRAITH. IT WOULD NOW APPEAR UNLIKELY MISSION CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO ADD TO PRESSURE ON ELF ON BEHALF TENNECO FOUR. 
SHERRY 
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